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Presentation of Awards at the

International Food, Beverage, Wine 

and Spirits Exhibition (SIAL-Montreal)

Montreal, March 28, 2007 – Canadian and Quebec firms are increasingly showing excellence in the export markets, largely due to the perseverance of their company executives and the value-added of their products. Some of these firms had the opportunity to see the fruits of their labour publicly recognized this evening at the inaugural Canadian Agrifood Export Gala, which officially opened the fourth edition of the International Food, Beverage, Wine and Spirits Exhibition (SIAL-Montreal).

Three sponsors presented a total of five awards. Agri-Food Export Group Québec-Canada, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation du Québec sponsored three export awards while SIAL presented two awards, an innovation award and a more specific one for the olive oil industry. 

The Canadian Exporter of the Year Award and the Canada Brand Award

(Agri-Food Export Group Québec-Canada)

Agri-Food Export Group Québec-Canada, the largest group of export firms in the agri-food industry, presented the Canadian Exporter of the Year award to Bio Biscuit inc., a Quebec firm that specializes in the manufacturing of dog biscuits and treats, and exports to the United States, Japan, Malaysia and Taiwan. This award honours a firm that has shown excellence in international food markets, through its strategic export approach, a significant breakthrough during the 2006 year, an increase in sales over the last three years, or the marketing of innovative products.

The Canada Brand Award, also offered by Agri-Food Export Group Québec-Canada, was presented to Peak of the Market, a Manitoba firm that exports over 120 different varieties of vegetables to North America, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean. This award was created to spotlight the initiatives of firms that honour the value of Canada’s brand image as an international reference for respecting high regulatory standards of quality, wholesomeness and environmental protection.

[image: image5.jpg]BANQUE
NATIONALE




Presented by

The Québec Prize of Excellence for Agri-Food Export (MAPAQ)

The Québec Prize of Excellence for Agri-Food Export, offered by the Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation (MAPAQ), honours a person who has shown excellence in their achievements and dynamism in exporting food products. This year, the prize was awarded to Charles Crawford, president of Domaine Pinnacle inc, a firm specializing in the production of ice cider. 

NOVITAS Awards and the Gold Olive Award (SIAL)

The first edition of the Novitas Awards, offered by SIAL Montreal, recognizes new products included in SIAL’s special section “100 Innovative Products Showcase”. The first Novitas Award was presented to Decacer inc. for its “Organic Maple Flakes”. The second and third awards were given to Pec-Nord inc. for its “scallop ceviches” and Verger Duhaime inc. for its “fruit spreads for cheese”, respectively. The favourite product award went to Garden Protein International for “It’s All Good Veggie Chick’n Filets”.

The first international olive oil competition in North America is being held during SIAL-Montreal 2007. Eight products received a Gold Olive Award. The winners will be revealed at the Gala. The evaluation of the submissions took into account the strict standards of the International Olive Oil Council.

The Canadian Agrifood Export Gala included over 500 key players in the Canadian, Quebec and international agri-food sectors. This event was organized by Agri-Food Export Group Québec-Canada and is a presentation of the National Bank.
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